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Questions and Guidance 
T h e question which Warren H o f f m a n 
raised in the February 10 issue of the 
Evangelical Visitor is pertinent. One can 
ask similar questions concerning the role 
and a t t i tude of the Christ ian who objects 
to pornography and other social ills with 
which we are confronted . Should we 
a t t empt to legislate the morals of the 
" n o n - C h r i s t i a n " communi ty? Is it proper 
to use the judicial system to regulate 
pornography and other moral s tandards of 
our communi t ies? How do we determine 
the proper tension of "crying out against 
evil" and offering a redemptive, loving 
a t t i tude toward those of differing beliefs 
and practices? How does one practice the 
principles which Jesus taught in the Ser-
mon on the Mount? How can we put into 
actual practice the ideas suggested by 
Myron Augsburger in The Expanded Life? 
Perhaps you can provide some guidance in 
a fu ture editorial? 
W e apprecia te many of the editorials in 
the Evangelical Visitor and suggest that 
you consider publishing selected editorials 
in book form. 
Avery and Eunice Zook 
Chamber sbu rg , Pa. 
Christ-Centered Prophecy 
Just a note to express my appreciat ion 
for the article by John Yeatts, " T h e New 
Israe l" in the February 10 issue of the 
Evangelical Visitor. We need more voices 
today which interpret for the Christ ian 
church what I believe is a much more 
biblical view, yes a more Christ-centered 
view, of the meaning and fulfillment of 
prophecy. The current popular view of 
prophecy is almost secular in outlook even 
though it is heavily proof-texted. Perhaps 
fu ture events of history will confound the 
less Christ-centered view and bring some 
sanity to the churches. This has happened 
before and we should have learned our 
lessons, but must learn them again. 
Elkhart , Ind. 
Virgil J . Brenneman 
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From the Editor 
T o m e , it is i n t e r e s t i n g t h a t m o s t of t h e n e g a t i v e re-
a c t i o n w h i c h I r ece ive h a s b e e n in r e s p o n s e t o i t e m s c a r r i e d 
o n t h e R e l i g i o u s N e w s p a g e . 1 h a v e a s k e d m y s e l f w h y th i s 
s h o u l d b e so. 
Is it b e c a u s e t h e o t h e r p a g e s a r e so b l a n d t h a t t h e y inc i t e 
n o r e s p o n s e ? D o w e c a r e f u l l y s k i r t c o n t r o v e r s i a l i ssues? D o 
w e s t e e r a m i d d l e c o u r s e so well t h a t n o o n e is i r r i t a t e d ? O r 
p e r h a p s t h e R e l i g i o u s N e w s p a g e is t h e m o s t w ide ly r e a d . 
P e r h a p s it is t h e c u r r e n t a n t i - p r e s s m o o d in w h i c h t h e 
m e d i a is he ld r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e f a c t s t hey r e p o r t . O r if 
n o t r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e f a c t s , t h e p r e s s is g u i l t y of b i a s 
r e p o r t i n g — b l o w i n g u p i n c i d e n t s o u t of p r o p o r t i o n t o 
t h e i r v a l u e a n d f a i l i ng t o r e p o r t o t h e r f a c t s w h i c h d o no t 
s u p p o r t t h e i r p o s i t i o n . 
I r e c e i v e e n o u g h n e w s r e l e a s e s t o m a k e t h e p a p e r 
c o m p l e t e l y a n e w s m a g a z i n e . O b v i o u s l y t h e e d i t o r n e e d s t o 
b e s e l e c t i v e — d i s c a r d i n g fifteen s t o r i e s f o r e a c h o n e he 
uses . T h e c h o i c e is l a r g e l y a m a t t e r of t h e e d i t o r ' s 
j u d g m e n t ( o r b i a s ) . T h e p r o b l e m is no t so m u c h w i t h t h e 
s t o r i e s u s e d a s t h o s e h e " s i t s o n . " B u t t h e r e is n o t e n o u g h 
s p a c e . A n d I s u s p e c t w e w o u l d no t g a i n m u c h b y i n c l u d i n g 
e v e r y t h i n g . 
A r e c e n t c a s e in p o i n t is a n e w s i t e m w e c a r r i e d in t h e 
J a n u a r y 25 i s sue c o n c e r n i n g a c o u r s e in w i t c h c r a f t b e i n g 
o f f e r e d a t T e m p l e U n i v e r s i t y . N o w t h a t s e e m e d t o m e t o 
b e a r e l e v a n t a n d s i g n i f i c a n t c o m m e n t a r y on o u r t i m e s , 
s u f f i c i e n t l y c o n t e m p o r a r y t o w a r r a n t i n c l u s i o n . I s u s p e c t 
t h a t t h e f e r m e n t w a s d u e t o t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p w h i c h M e s s i a h 
C o l l e g e h a s t o T e m p l e U n i v e r s i t y w i t h t h e a d j a c e n t 
to page four 
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Evangelical Visitor 
Editorial 
The Gospel in the Gospels 
" D E G A R D L E S S of how high may be our doctrine of 
^inspiration, most of us have a canon within the canon. 
There are Scriptures we turn to more often. There are 
others we seldom read. What is true of personal preference 
is true of preachers, denominations, and traditions. Have 
you heard any sermons lately from Lamentations, or 
Judges, or Numbers, or Zephaniah? 
There are others we turn to often. Some of us find our 
message within the 8th century prophets — Amos and 
Isaiah — as they call for justice and social righteousness 
and identify with the least and the lost and the last. Others 
find the heart of Christian experience in the Acts of the 
Apostles and seek to pattern their theology and practice 
after the model of the early church. 
There are traditions which find their "canon within the 
canon" in the Epistles; especially in Galatians, Ephesians, 
and Romans. I recently read a writer who said that, in his 
circle, one was suspect as a liberal if he preached from the 
Gospels rather than from the Epistles. 
We need to be clear that all things are ours. The Books 
of the Law, the Writings, the early and the later prophets, 
the Gospels, the Epistles, the books of beginnings and the 
books of the last things. They are all a part of God's 
written revelation. 
But God who had spoken through the prophets and by 
the written word has now spoken by a Son. The record of 
this revelation is in the Gospels. It is to the Gospels we 
must return again and again in order to test our under-
standing of the Scriptures by the simple, yet profound, 
teaching of our Lord. 
Pentecost is a watershed in the life of the church and in 
redemption history. It is a crucial event in the understand-
ing of Christian experience. We dare not ignore the role of 
the Holy Spirit and the Apostles in the revelation of truth. 
Christ said that this would be one of the functions of the 
Spirit. In light of this the Acts of the Apostles and the 
Epistles have great meaning. 
What we need to do is to test our understanding of the 
work of the Holy Spirit and the writings of the Apostles by 
what the Gospels reveal of Him who had the Spirit without 
measure and who was incarnate truth. We need to pour 
meaning into Paul's use of the word faith by listening to 
Jesus call men and women to be disciples. Paul's call to 
non-conformity and separation needs to be understood in 
terms of Him who was in the world but not of it; who was 
touched but never tainted. John's call to love is nowhere 
better illuminated than in the Gospel accounts of Him who 
was love incarnate. 
The term faith carries varied meanings. Ask a college 
student for the opposite of faith and he will more than 
likely say "reason." Ask his parents and they will say 
"doubt ." Ask an evangelical theologian and he will say 
"works." For the college student faith was accepting what 
one could not prove. For the parents faith was belief. For 
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the theologian it was trust or confidence. The Gospels 
make concrete this call to faith in terms of obedience — 
following Christ by learning of Him and patterning one's 
life and values after Him. If we come to Him in repentance 
and obedience He will save us. This, He said, is the 
meaning of being a disciple. This is the meaning of faith. 
How do we understand the new life in Christ? What is 
the mark of the regenerate? It is joy and peace and love. It 
is spiritual fruit and spiritual gifts. It is putting off and 
putting on. It is caring and sharing. It is denial and dying. 
We have glimpses of the meaning of these in the Epistles 
and in the life of the early church. But one turns to the 
Gospels to see the Christian life clearly and whole, 
revealed in how He walked. 
In the last decade the church has rediscovered the Holy 
Spirit. We will better understand the meaning of the 
Spirit-filled life if, as we read Acts and the Epistles, we 
also return to the Gospels. The Holy Spirit is Christ-like. 
He comes in Christ's name. There is One who serves as the 
plumbline for the testing of the spirits. It is He on whom 
the Spirit came in fullness. The expression of that fullness 
in history is found in the Gospels. 
The gulf that exists between those who take their 
direction for justice and righteousness from the prophets, 
and those who find their direction for an inner experience 
in the Epistles, is bridged as they meet in the Gospels. He, 
who prayed all night, healed the sick during the day. He, 
who confronted the corruption and hypocrisy of the 
religious rulers, spoke forgiveness to a repentant sinner. 
The hand which held the cup and broke the bread also took 
a towel and washed the feet. 
Neither Corinth nor Jerusalem; Ephesus nor Thes-
salonica, is the perfect pattern for the nature and mis-
sion of the church. The Epistles give direction and cor-
rection, but we see in Christ's example what it means to 
be the body of Christ in the world. We need to test our 
concept of mission and our outreach in evangelism by His 
mission and ministry. The temptation to cheap grace and 
easy discipleship which sometimes comes from misinter-
pretation of the Epistles finds correction as we hear Jesus 
call and caution those who would follow. 
We do, after all, bear the name of Christ. It would not 
be amiss to test the image we reflect by the image revealed 
in the Gospels. This is not a Marcion attempt to deny.the 
Old Testament nor the liberal error to downgrade the 
Epistles. It is a serious call to rediscover the perspective of 
the Christ revealed in the Gospels. It is a serious call to test 
our understanding and our interpretation of the Old 
Testament and the Epistles by hearing Him who was "very 
God of very God" and "Very man of very man." 
Z 
(Let me give credit to my pastor for watering a seed 
thought, long dormant. Obviously he should not be held 
responsible for the specific ideas expressed.} 
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Don't Try to Grow 




Xp VERY C H I L D wants to grow up. He weighs himself, 
measures his height, and compares himself with others 
of his age. He feels that growing up is part of his 
fulfillment, that his real destiny awaits him when he is 
mature. 
Has there ever been a Christian that did not want to 
grow up? The Bible suggests a strict parallel here, that it is 
as normal for a Christian to grow up as for a child. The 
desire to grow up should be as strong in one case as in the 
other. 
The remarkable fact is that neither the child nor the 
Christian grows by trying. Perhaps in the most colorful 
language ever used, Jesus described the growth of a field 
flower: "Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; 
they toil not, neither do they spin." Lilies do not labor to 
grow; growth is built into the bulb. Gardeners do not make 
lilies grow, either. They grow from within, because it is 
their nature. Lilies grow if they have a chance — good soil, 
rain, sunshine, and space. 
Every Christian gets his start by a birth, the new birth. 
What every Christian must realize is this, that he is born to 
grow. Not only the capacity for growth but the desire is 
inbuilt. But the Christian must learn at once that he can no 
more grow by trying than do the lilies. 
How do Christians grow? First, by proper nourishment. 
For babes in Christ there is the pure milk of the Word of 
God. Christian infants relish this food as surely as human 
infants relish milk. Moreover, there is absolutely no 
substitute for this food. Religious thoughts and practices, 
stern efforts in self-discipline — these do not make 
Christians grow. Reading and meditating upon the Word 
of God produces growth. In other words — you grow by 
eating the right kind of food. It is important therefore, that 
every preacher of the Word of God present milk to 
children of God. It is important for each believer to refuse 
substitutes for the pure Word of God. Infants can even 
starve to death, if they are not fed properly. 
Second, Christians grow by exercise. Bodily exercise 
profits the body, Paul observed; but exercise in godliness 
brings profit to the soul and body. What do we mean by 
exercise? 
(1) Exercise yourself in prayer. Of course you will 
attend prayer meetings and you will have family worship. 
But develop your own prayer life. Prayer is like breathing. 
Lungs are made for air and souls are made for prayer. 
Cultivate a prayerful frame of mind. But let there be some 
special, solitary moments of prayer fellowship with God. 
(2) Exercise yourself in witnessing. You believe in God. 
Tell others about Him. The twentieth is no different from 
the first century. God is the great Unknown. If they think 
they know Him, they only know Him well enough to be 
The writer is the newly appointed editor of The Wesleyan Advocate. This 
article appeared originally in The Wesleyan Methodist, a predecessor, 
along with The Pilgrim Holiness Advocate, of the present periodical. This 
article is used by permission. 
afraid of Him. Tell men that God is love, that He loves 
them, that He really cares about them and all their 
problems. Tell them joyously, tell them over and over 
again. Some will believe you and trust in God. 
(3) Exercise yourself by service. Jesus said, "Ye have 
the poor with you always." And so they are. The sick are 
also with us. The sorrowing and bereaved are here. People 
still have heartbreaks. Men and women are in jail. There 
are many Good Samaritan tasks, but they wait for Good 
Samaritans to come along. A man's color or creed does 
not matter, if he is suffering and lonely. Help him and your 
cup will be filled with blessings, blessings from God and 
thanks from the needy. 
Third, Christians grow by learning. We are commanded 
not only to grow in grace, but also in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. We do not know Him well 
enough. In Christ is more wonder than all the marvels of 
the atom or of the universe. Man's heart cannot be 
satisfied with things; it can be satisfied with God. 
I takes humility to learn. "The meek will he teach his 
way." The proud do not learn simply because they do not 
feel they need more knowledge. Only if a man is sick does 
he feel the need of a doctor. Only a person who senses his 
ignorance will strive to learn. So we must pray that we 
understand how ignorant we are and depend the more 
upon the teaching of the Spirit. 
Don't try to grow. Eat, exercise, and study. Growing 
will follow. And while you are growing, you are completely 
secure and completely happy. "Consider the lilies" — God 
makes them to grow. 
F R O M T H E EDITOR 
from page two 
campus. It goes without saying that this relationship does 
not indicate approval of courses offerred by Temple 
University or the position a teacher may take on a subject 
taught. 
We welcome reaction and especially is this true if our 
news items are not factual. I have been informed that such 
was the case in an item in the February 10 issue concerning 
the placing of " take home" New Testaments in hotel and 
motel rooms. In the news release it was stated that most 
hotel Bibles carry instructions such as "Please leave in 
hotel room." I have been informed that the Gideons, the 
best known of the organizations which place Bibles in 
hotels and motels, do not put this notation on the Bibles 
they place. 
Thanks for calling errors in fact to our attention. But 
when I have sixteen pages of news and one page of space, 
someone must exercise judgment. Whether it is judgment 
or bias may very well be determined by where one sits. 
4 Evangelical Visitor 
T N A C U L T U R E obsessed with bigness, the temptation 
is strong to conclude that the small church is an 
anachronism, and therefore irrelevant. Not even a varia-
tion on the remark attributed to Lincoln — "God must 
love the small church because He made so many of them" 
— is convincing. Nevertheless, obvious as it is, the small 
church is important precisely because there are so many of 
them, and because they, too, are the church. 
The small church is really a remarkable institution. 
Most of them are characterized by a pugnacity all out of 
proportion to their size. I am not blind to the "problems" 
they sometimes create, but neither am I grudging in my 
admiration. 
The small church is here to stay for a while. It is not 
usually productive to fret about its viability. It can be 
productive to ask, "What is its mission in education and 
how may it work at it?" 
The most serious obstacle to effective Christian educa-
tion in most small congregations is a negatively weighted 
self-image. The cult of bigness has had its influence. One 
often hears, in one form or another, "We are too small; 
what can we do?" 
My answer is: develop a positive self-image. Small 
congregations are biblically oriented and should therefore 
be impressed by what God has done through His lesser 
servants, both individuals and institutions. It is " . . . Not 
by might and not by power, but by my Spirit, says Yahweh 
. . . 'The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of 
this Temple; his hands will finish it. . . . A day for little 
things, no doubt, but who will dare despise it? People will 
rejoice when they see the chosen stone in the hands of 
Zerubbabel' " (Zechariah 4:6b, 9-10a The Jerusalem 
Bible). In addition, there were the examples of young 
David with his sling and stone, the faithful remnant, 
Naaman's wife's servant girl, the lad with the five barley 
loaves and two fish. 
The small church has earned its right to exist. It risks 
forfeiture of that right only if it gives in to the admitted 
debilitating pressure of a culture that equates success and 
bigness and that measures worth by a jaded value system. 
A second step in the direction of more effective Chris-
tian education in the small church is an asset inventory, a 
listing and maybe even a celebration of the things it has 
going for it. 
Perhaps the most widely acclaimed and universally 
accepted educational technique/setting during the past 
several years has been the small group. Many a small 
church is a small group. If not, its Sunday school classes 
are small groups, waiting to be fully utilized. 
Moreover, the trust level is usually already high. The 
people have known one another for a long time. They have 
gone through good days and bad days together. 
It is not easy to keep going when the children who grow 
up in the church and community finish high school and 
disappear. Again and again the bright young seminary 
graduate and his lovely, vivacious wife have moved on 
after a one- or two-year pastorate. The small church has 
been the first rung on the ladder of success. The average 
age of members of the congregation has risen higher and 
higher, so that, after a while, deaths outnumber accessions. 
It has been a struggle, but in institutions, as in individuals, 
struggles can produce strength of character. 
And that brings us to the matter of motivation. In our 
few "large" churches, the most frequent complaint I hear 
is: "People aren't interested; they aren't concerned." In 
contrast, there is evident in many small congregations a 
compelling desire for Christian growth and high motiva-
tion to reflect faithfulness in discipleship. The people are 
church-oriented. 
The gospel is communicated most effectively in 
relationships, we have said, and in the warmly personal 
and intimate relationships of the small congregation, 
commitment of life to Jesus the Lord has been as natural 
as breathing for many an early adolescent or child. 
Moreover, many an adult, hearing in a Sunday school 
class discussion of the meaning of God's redemptive love, 
realizes that "love" is the name of the reality he has 
already experienced in relationships with people who 
cared. 
One other item in the asset inventory: the Sunday school 
is alive and well in many small congregations. It is, in fact, 
what has kept many a small church going. 
For many small churches, the Sunday school provides 
continuity of life. Frequently there are long intervals 
between pastors. The Sunday school is a ready-made 
educational structure. 
My belief is that in most small churches the route to 
improved Christian education does not begin with new 
curriculum resources, new methods or even with 
leadership development and support, important as they 
are. It begins with the formation of a more positive 
appraisal of the small congregation's importance and 
potential, with new awareness and appreciation of its 
unique resources for Christian education. 
A leadership development and support system is next in 
priority, I think. That 's a tough assignment, almost as 
tough as turning around the attitude of "we're in-
significant" that plagues many a small congregation. 
to page twelve 
Christian Education 
in the Small Church 
Harold Davis 
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Mark Blosser, Bristol, Ind., explains value of wheat as a winter crop for 
farmers in Bangladesh. M C C encouraged farmers in Noakhali District to 
experiment with a wide variety of grains and crops to see what might grow 
in the dry season when rice cannot be grown ( M C C photo by Burton 
Butler). 
T h e B o a r d for M i s s i o n s is s tudy ing the poss ibi l i -
ty o f a j o i n t M e n n o n i t e - B r e t h r e n in Chris t 
min i s try to B a n g l a d e s h in c o o p e r a t i o n with the 
c h u r c h e s in A s i a . T h i s article, wri t ten by 
M a n y a r d S h e l l y , a s s igned to B a n g l a d e s h by the 
M e n n o n i t e C e n t r a l C o m m i t t e e , provides the 
b a c k g r o u n d and present s tate o f this poor and 
p o p u l o u s na t ion . 
BANGLADESH 
Hope • Despair • Opportunity 
Maynard Shelly 
T N T H E community of nations struggling to be born, a 
fondly nourished hope proclaims, "When we will have 
won our independence, we will have prosperity." 
That 's a myth. And most people in Bangladesh know it's 
so. 
This new nation on the Indian subcontinent came 
through centuries of oppression. The darkest of all those 
black years came in 1971 after the people had voted for 
power for themselves, the poor. But election or no, the 
heavy-handed military machine that controlled the central 
government of Pakistan didn't plan to take orders from 
the rural upstarts of its eastern wing, even though the 
easterners were in the majority. 
Having run out of legal alternatives, the General used 
the army's gun power to teach its own citizens the perils of 
the secret ballot. A bitter and bloody struggle engulfed 
Bangladesh, which in 1971 was still known as East 
Pakistan. It was an uneven struggle. The Pakistan army 
had the best weapons that American, Chinese, and 
Russian money could buy. The Bengalis had almost 
nothing except bamboo staves, pruning hooks, and small 
plowshares which they tried literally to turn into swords. 
With these, plus the weapons which they could steal from 
the foe and beg from India, they fought back as best they 
could. But they turned the assault back with their feet. Ten 
million people walked out of the country and into India. 
An equal number ran out of the cities and towns and hid in 
remote villages inside the country. This massive and 
passive shifting of people turned the verdict against 
Pakistan as it demoralized the military government under 
the withering scorn of world opinion. India was drawn into 
the fray and the dictators collapsed. Self-rule came to the 
people of the Ganges delta for the first time in modern 
history. 
I wish I could finish the story right here with words in 
the classic mold: "Bangladesh was liberated and its people 
lived happily ever af ter ." 
Life's not like that; not in Bangladesh, that's for sure. 
Living liberated is tough business — so tough that those 
who got freedom in Bangladesh are often inclined to wish 
for the days of Pakistan when political freedom was a 
subversive thought but prices were lower, crime in the 
street less visible, and fewer hands dipped into the rice 
bowl. Only seven other countries have more people and 
none are as crowded. Seventy-five million people live here 
on a parcel of real estate no larger than Wisconsin which 
makes this the world's most densely populated nation with 
3,900 people per square mile of cultivatable land. With 
half the people under twenty years of age, the country will 
have twice as many people several years before the turn of 
the century. 
What in the world can be done to stop this mad rush 
toward doomsday? 
In the first draft of this article, I put down at this spot an 
illustration of a North American inspired effort to help the 
people of Bangladesh out of this predicament. And I 
followed that with an example of what the people of 
Bangladesh are doing to help themselves. I've reversed the 
order as a reminder that our hope must first be in the 
people of Bangladesh and not in ourselves. What they are 
doing and will do is far more important than what any 
outsiders can ever do. We can support and encourage, but 
they will do the work. 
At Azizul Huq College in Bogra, a district in northern 
Bangladesh, students have taken a small but revolutionary 
step that promises to change the nation's campus scene as 
well as the content of education. Here young people have 
gone out to the rice fields and to the handlooms to work 
with their hands. Their immediate aim is to finance their 
school expenses, but it is schooling in nation building. 
For education in Bangladesh has been off the mark, 
following patterns that have little meaning in such a poor 
country. Students have been trained for government and 
clerical jobs that are both unavailable and least productive 
for the nation's development. Confused and frustrated, 
to page thirteen 
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Religious News 
"Concordia in Exile" 
Begun on Jesuit Campus 
By Lutheran Faculty Majority 
Fired for failing to submit written 
agreements to resume their duties at the 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod's Con-
cordia Seminary, St. Louis, the faculty 
majority set up classes on the campuses of 
the Jesuit-maintained St. Louis School of 
Divinity and Eden Seminary, a United 
Church of Christ school. 
More than 300 students from Concor-
dia, on strike since Jan. 22 when President 
John Tietjen was suspended by the 
seminary's Board of Control, attended 
classes Feb. 20, the first day. 
"Seminex" is the coined word for the 
self-exiled seminary as the struggle over 
Synodical doctrine and interpretation of 
Scripture continues. 
Nixon's FCC Appointee 
An Evangelical Methodist 
Richard E. Wiley, for two years general 
counsel to the Federal Communications 
Commission, has been named by President 
Nixon to succeed Dean Burch as FCC 
chairman. Wiley is a Methodist layman 
who received a standing ovation following 
his speech at the January convention of the 
National Religious Broadcasters in the 
capital. 
Exorcist Is "A Travesty" 
Catholic Tells Baptists 
The controversial book and motion pic-
ture, The Exorcist, is " a travesty" on the 
o r i g i n a l s t o r y , a R o m a n C a t h o l i c 
clergyman who had intimate knowledge of 
the original case, told an opening session 
of the Southern Baptist Press Association 
annual meeting in New Orleans. 
Archbishop Phillip Hannan of New 
Orleans, who held a post in the Chancery 
Office in Washington in the late 1940s 
when the original case began there, said, 
"The original story of the young boy 
involved was a beautiful restoration of the 
Easter story — the triumph of good over 
evil." 
The book and motion picture are "a 
travesty on the original story. They pander 
to all the worst instincts. The devil is given 
center place for so long you think he owns 
center stage," Hannan said. 
Million Copies of Hollywood Free 
Paper Circulated at Mardi Gras 
One million copies of the Hollywood 
Free Paper were printed especially for 
New Orleans' Feb. 10-26 extravaganza of 
excesses known as "Mard i Gras ," accord-
ing to Duane Pederson, Editor. 
A Christian group called the "Solid 
L o v e " d i s t r i bu t ed the edi t ion of a 
periodical which has ceased frequency of 
issuance in favor of special undated and 
timeless topics of current interest. 
"The reason we are changing the paper, 
Pederson explains, "is because what is hot 
and happening in Los Angeles may not be 
hot and happening in New York." 
Connecticut Assembly Will 
'Decriminalize' Alcoholism 
Alcoholism will be "decriminalized" by 
the Connecticut General Assembly this 
year, a Republican legislator told a church 
meeting in Hartford. 
State Sen. Lewis Rome, Senate majori-
ty leader, made his prediction at the 
C o n n e c t i c u t C o u n c i l of C h u r c h e s ' 
legislative seminar. 
" I t will pass this session without any 
question," he said. Sen. Rome said that a 
p r o p o s e d $ 1 . 5 m i l l i o n a l l o c a t i o n 
alcoholism treatment is "only the first 
step" on the part of the state to "do 
s o m e t h i n g in a pos i t i ve w a y " for 
alcoholics. 
Esquire Devotes An Entire Issue 
To "Vanishing Species"—Children 
Esquire magazine devoted its entire 
March issue to what it calls America's 
"vanishing species" — children — and 
asks the provocative question, " D o 
Americans suddenly hate kids?" 
The issue begins with a list of statistics 
("the 21 facts of life") taken from a variety 
of government and other sources, which 
purportedly "point to the conclusion that 
the American kid is being phased out ." 
Included in the list are such items as 
declining fertility rate, declining birth rate, 
increasing numbers of single men and 
women, increasing divorces, rising calls for 
contraceptive aid, increases in reports of 
child abuse and neglect, increases in volun-
tary sterilization (from 200,000 five years 
ago to 1.1 million in 1972). 
Esquire says there is an "upsurge of 
young people choosing to forego the patter 
of little feet around the house . . ." 
Writer Garry Wills felt an underlying 
sense of pessimism and insecurity, and 
over-all feeling of helplessness beneath the 
sometimes carefree " f ron t " of today's 
young couples. 
"What it comes down to is this" he 
wrote, "our culture is, especially in its 
younger married sector, afraid of and for 
its children." 
Solzhenitsyn Prays At Abbey, 
Is Urged To Visit Jerusalem 
As exiled Nobel laureate Alexander 
So lzhen i t syn s topped in Einsiedein , 
Switzerland, to pray in an ancient Roman 
Catholic abbey, observers speculated on 
whether he would accept an invitation to 
spend some time in Jerusalem. 
It was considered a good possibility that 
if the Soviet author accepted Mayor Teddy 
Kollek's invitation, he might visit the Holy 
Ci ty at Eas te r in order to a t t end 
celebrations at Gethsemane Convent, 
which belongs to the Russian Orthodox 
Church Outside Russia. 
Mr. Solzhenitsyn has had no official 
contacts with the convent, but he has been 
critical of the relationship between the 
Orthodox Church in Russia and the Soviet 
government, particularly in his famous 
"Lenten Letter" of 1972. 
On his visit to this cathedral town, 25 
miles southeast of Zurich, the writer 
prayed in the Roman Catholic Abbey of 
Our Lady of Hermits. 
As he walked in the abbey garden, he 
told reporters, "Only four days ago I was 
in the Lefortovo Prison accused of being a 
traitor to my motherland. They kept hold 
of me like a prisoner and each step I took 
they accompanied me. I did not know 
where I was going." 
Mr. Solzhenitsyn recalled that when he 
was sent into exile in West Germany, "I 
was surprised when I saw a plaque saying 
'Frankfurt am Main' " at the airport. 
" I t was then I realized I was free," he 
added. "I t was most extraordinary." 
World Vision Launches 
Africa Aid Program 
The 1973 famine which killed more than 
50,000 Ethiopians is only the first of a 
series of global famines, a representative of 
World Vision International predicted. 
Bernard Barron, a native of South 
Africa now working with the non-profit 
Christian humanitarian agency serving in 
31 countries, declared, "We are going to 
see a lot more famines. They've become 
inevitable because we've upset the world's 
ecology so badly that this is nature's only 
way of balancing itself." 
Mr . Barron made the s t a t e m e n t 
fol lowing a survey t r ip t h r o u g h o u t 
Northwest Africa. Much of the blame for 
starvation in Africa and Asia, he said, is 
due to overconsumption by the Western 
world. " I t is simply not right that one-
quarter of the world's population con-
s u m e s 80 p e r c e n t of t he w o r l d ' s 
resources," he declared. 
World Vision President W. Stanley 
Mooneyham said the agency would make 
a major aid commitment to Ethiopia and 
the Sahel this year. 
World Population: 3,800,000,000, 
U .S. Growth Rate Slowed 
The global population stands at 3,800,-
000,000, increasing at about 200,000 per 
day, according to the Vice President for 
Academic Affairs, University of West 
Florida. 
Arthur H. Doerr said that population 
statistics show the world receives more 
than 70,000,000 more people each year. 
The current annual growth rate of the 
world's population hovers around two 
percent, he said. 
In a speech delivered before the Pen-
sacola Home Builders Association, Dr. 
Doerr said world population will double in 
35 years. In underdeveloped countries the 
growth rate is as high as 3.5 percent per 
year. The population doubling time for 
such countries is 20 years. 
T h e N a t i o n a l C e n t e r for Hea l th 
Statistics in Washington said this week 
that the birth rate in the U.S. fell to the 
lowest level in the nation's history in 1973. 
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Furlough Afterglow 
Allen and Leoda Buckwalter 
Far East Broadcasting Associates-India 
T ^ U R L O U G H is a great experience for any missionary. 
It means reunion with family and friends after years of 
absence . . . meeting prayer partners . . . travel, excitement, 
deputation meetings, company dinners . . . Christian 
fellowship. Yes, it's a great experience! 
But there's also another side to furloughs. The years 
have brought changes. Parents are gone, the old 
homestead is sold. There's the feeling that you are outside 
the stream of activities in the home church, that you are a 
visitor (however welcome), and that your friends have 
cultivated other interests than those which have held you 
for the past years. Sometimes one wearies of perpetually 
living out of a suitcase. And where can a person find 
accommodation for a few months? And a car? Will there 
be money for re-outfitting for return to the field? 
In our five furloughs we have experienced all of the 
above-mentioned feelings in varying degrees. But surely 
our last furlough has been the best in many ways. We look 
back with great thanksgiving for the wonderfully warm 
welcome which you extended to us. We had a good home 
with Kathy Kreider in Campbelltown. The Mission Board 
loaned us a car ("one Fiat wide and two Fiats long"). On 
the road much of the time, we covered over 13,000 miles 
within our four months, meeting many of you in the 
deputation meetings throughout the States and in Ontario, 
Canada. As we travelled, we kept praising the Lord that 
we could get gas everywhere, and we well remember the 
race with the snowstorm all the way from Idaho to 
Pennsylvania. We enjoyed every moment! 
Moreover, you encouraged us by your deep interest in 
the radio ministry after seeing the slide-story and hearing 
the results of this wonderful work. But we were surprised 
that many still did not know that we are fully-supported 
Brethren in Christ missionaries, representing you in India 
in this media. Let us add, however, that we found an 
enthusiastic and warm welcome in the congregation which 
has taken part of our support through the Board. And 
again, surprisingly enough, we met some pastors who did 
Allen at the controls in the House of Joy Studio. 
Leoda working on her Public Relations cor-
respondence. 
not know that their congregations can put names and faces 
to their missionary budget. 
This brings us to our point — personalize your mis-
sionaries! We are "people." A little girl bouncing in the 
lap of her father exclaimed excitedly, "Isn' t it wonderful to 
be people?" Yes, indeed it is! 
Many use the term "missionary" as though speaking of 
a fast-vanishing exotic species of creature inhabiting the 
jungles of some faraway country with a strange-sounding 
name. We may be disappearing from sight in some 
countries, true; but missionary witness is not folding up, 
certainly not in India. The fact is, there are many new open 
doors. Just last evening we learned that there is an 
immediate need for professors in St. Stephen's College; 
that the government of India will permit a certain number 
of missionary teachers on the staff; that the College will 
pay the professor; and that they desire staff who will sign 
for at least three years! Minimum educational require-
ment, however, in any field is a Master's degree. Is anyone 
hearing this call? It comes from a college right here in 
Delhi, part of Delhi University. 
Now that we've settled down again in Delhi, we see 
some changes. Gasoline is now three times what you are 
paying. So we are walking daily to office, an exercise which 
our doctor would certainly endorse. Cost of living index 
has spiralled — it's gone up 22% in one year, with resulting 
shortages on the market. But we find the dollar exchange 
higher than ever, and this helps to compensate. 
Our staff has been very faithful and carried the load 
well. In fact, during our absence, the work load increased 
in the Audience Relations department. One letter from 
Benares tells of an entire Hindu family who accepted the 
Lord through the radio ministry and have been baptized. A 
Muslim young man also followed the Lord through the 
counselling ministry of one of our staff members. And here 
in the House of Joy, this morning, a young man accepted 
the Lord as his personal Savior! 
Thank you again for sharing your homes, your hearts 
and your means with us. Please continue to pray for us, 
your representatives in the radio ministry in India. God 
bless you all. 
NO TEMPLE IN T H E CITY, the slide and cassette 
presentation which Allen and Leoda Buckwalter 
presented during their furlough, is available for 
additional congregational presentations. Send your 
requests to Brethren in Christ Missions, Box 149, 
Elizabethtown, Pa. 17022. 
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The Mawi Tree 
Fred and Grace Holland have been mis-
sionaries in Africa since 1955. During 
February and March they are in the 
United Stales, with Fred teaching Theo-
logical Training by Extension (TEE) and 
Programmed Instruction (PI) at the Fuller 
Church Growth School, Pasadena. Calif. 
Artwork hy Kthel Bundy. 
We had just finished prayers in the village. A student from 
the extension Bible center and I were practicing the things we 
had learned in class. Several people had prayed for 
forgiveness of sins. 
N o w the hostess brought us cups and a tin of ibwatu. The 
thick corn drink tasted good as we sat in the sparse shade and 
talked. Suddenly one of the women pointed to a tree behind 
me. "Nkosikazi , do you know this tree?" she asked. 
"Yes ," I answered, "it's a mawi tree!" The woman was 
delighted. The others laughed their approval, and a warm 
feeling of being accepted surrounded me. 
Altogether it was a good visit. I thought about it as we 
rode back on our bicycles. I was glad I had known the name of 
the tree. There were so many I didn't know. This one had been 
in the grammar book and I had remembered the name 
because I like the wild oranges that grow on it. But it had 
mattered so much to the people that I knew it. And it 
mattered to me that it mattered to them. 
It was hard at first — not being able to talk except to those 
who knew English. What if we had gone home from Africa 
after two or three years? I reflected that this was what was 
happening to many missionaries nowadays. S o many never 
stayed long enough to learn to like ibwatu or to remember the 
name of the mawi tree. 
"You sound like an old woman," I said to myself. Then I 
thanked God for the short-term missionaries. It took courage 
to give away two or three beautiful years of their lives. I 
thanked God for their fresh ideas, their enthusiasm, their hard 
work, their love. "But Lord, they miss so much not learning to 
know the ways of the people. And the people miss the 
continuity of long-term work," I finished. 
"Times are changing," I turned again to myself. "God has 
called these short-term folks and that is the way H e wants 
them to serve Him." 
"I know," I answered back. "But isn't God still calling 
some to stay for awhile — long enough to try to learn the 
language and to identify with the people? I know it's harder to 
make a decision to do this now than it used to be. It's not quite 
so popular. There are so many needs at home. Besides, you 
really don't know for sure how long you can stay, with the 
political situations the way they are, and with the needs for the 
national churches to carry their own responsibilities." 
We arrived at the mission before my question was 
answered. I listened to the many thanks of my companion. It 
had mattered to her, too, that I had gone visiting and that I 
knew the name of the mawi tree. Then I decided to write ail 
this down. I thought maybe you could help to answer my 
question. Does God still call some people to other places to 
stay for awhile and make those places their adopted homes? 
Might one of those people be you? 
—Grace Holland 
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Ruth Hock with one of her students at Mtshabezi 
Teacher Training. 
Faleth Mpofu came to my office for 
prayer before leaving for home at the 
end of each semester. When I met him 
after he had taught for nearly two 
years, I asked, "Are you still serving 
the Lord as you did while in school? 
Do you find the temptations difficult 
to overcome?" 
" N o , " he said, "I still love the Lord. 
When I am lonely I go to my house 
and paint my pictures. I am always at 
church on Sunday and I am in charge 
of the Sunday school." 
There are many like these who love 
the church and have not departed 
from Christ's pathways. Their con-
tributions to their church and society 
are appreciated. Of course, there are 
some disappointments. All of our 
prayers have not been answered as yet. 
But God is fai thful , and we are 
trusting Him to set other graduates 
free from drink, immorality, supersti-
tion and witchcraft which plague 
them. 
Is it worth it? The achievements of 
these young people make teaching at 
Mtshabezi a very satisfying task. 
Despite the hours and the concerns 
which develop in the work, I would do 
it again, if God so directs. 
Mr. and Mrs. Judah Mgwenya 
"Then you will never think 
your work in vain . . . " 
Ruth E. Hock 
Ministry of Education. Does the 
church have the same story? 
Rev. Stephen Ndlovu reminded me 
one day of the opportunity we have at 
Mtshabez i in t ra in ing Chr i s t i an 
teachers who, when they go into all 
parts of Rhodesia to teach, leave their 
influence for Christ and the Church. 
"Open your ears and listen to what the 
people are saying about the teachers 
from Mtshabezi. Then you will never 
think your work is in vain and will not 
hesitate to continue the work," were 
Rev. Ndlovu's words to me. 
Mr. and Mrs. Judah Ngwenya are 
examples of t eachers who both 
faithfully help children to learn, and 
are dedica ted suppor t e r s of the 
church. He is the secretary of the 
regional youth committee, member of 
the local church board and Sunday 
school teacher. His wife assists in the 
preparation of quiz questions and 
gives willing assistance to the women's 
work. 
Kay Dlodlo, a diligent student, has 
remained the same young man after 
two years of teaching. His school 
manager is using him as a demonstra-
tion teacher in helping to promote the 
new approach to education. When a 
diligent teacher receives good results 
from his children, we rest assured that 
all the effort that went into his training 
was very worthwhile. Kay's faith in 
God provides him with an apprecia-
tion for the church and a willingness to 
support it. 
Faleth Mpofu 
A / T T S H A B E Z I M I S S I O N . Even 
-'•'^•though there are several in-
stitutions on this mission station, there 
is one which remains prominent in my 
th ink ing — Mtshabez i Teache r 
Training, where young people are 
t augh t to be e l emen ta ry school 
teachers of grades one through seven. 
It requires more than classroom 
instruction to develop personality, 
character and the required teaching 
techniques in producing fai thful , 
dedicated teachers. The work is not 
completed for the day at 5:00. Time is 
spent in counselling and caring for 
individual needs. You might ask if I 
think it was worth giving this time for 
the sake of the individual. Why not 
perform my classroom teaching and 
leave the rest for the student to sort 
out for h imself? To know tha t 
someone will listen to the events of the 
day or to any problem, to know that 
someone cares, and to know that he 
will receive some guidance or solution 
to his problem — this knowledge and 
assurance means development of self-
confidence and self-respect in the new 
teachers. 
As these students graduate and soon 
take up teaching responsibilities, we 
often wonder what contribution to 
society each will make. When the 
Chief Inspector of Schools visited 
Mtshabezi last year he said that the 
reports coming into his office con-
cerning the Mtshabezi teachers gave 
him great delight and pleasure. These 
are the thoughts of a staff person in the 
Kay Dlodlo 
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Martin H. Schrag 
Three Seminaries and the Holy Life 
" \17AS IT a good idea? Having blown 
" balloons that were pricked by 
more incisive minds, I felt that there 
was yet the possibility that the call to 
creativity in planning January Term 
courses could bear fruit. The seed 
sprouted. Having been nurtured in the 
belief that one was to test all things 
and hold on only to the good, I shared 
my idea with my brother-in-law, Owen 
Alderfer. 
"What do you think of the idea of 
taking a van-load of college students 
interested in theology to, say, three 
seminaries — three seminaries that 
could mean three different views?" 
The light went on, and Owen 
suggested as a good subject, the nature 
of the holy life. Why not study the 
nature of the holy life in three 
seminaries, each with a distinctive 
understanding of sanctification? 
Elated, but maintaining my stoic 
countenance, I knew the ultimate test 
of the now-maturing possibility would 
be the response of Dean Chamberlain. 
In his perceptive way, the dean cut to 
the core of the idea, discerned the pros 
and cons, and encouraged me to ex-
plore the opportunities. 
The plans were made and approved. 
The original list of seminaries did not 
fully fill the bill and so additional 
contacts were made. When it was all 
said and done, we had lined up Asbury 
Theological Seminary, Associated 
Mennonite Biblical Seminaries, and 
Westminster Theological Seminary. 
This meant we would be exposed to 
and instructed in the Wesleyan, 
Anabaptist, and Reformed traditions. 
It really looked good. There was the 
problem that the result might be more 
confusion than insight. But, believing 
such was not the predestined outcome, 
the course was advertised on the cam-
pus. 
When many were the voices that 
said, "That ' s a great idea!" we feared 
the possibility of being swamped by 
interested students. We decided that 
seniors would have priority, with 
The writer is professor of History of Christiani-
ty and Chairman of the Division of Religion and 
Philosophy at Messiah College. 
juniors next, and so on down the totem 
pole. 
Pride comes before the fall, and I 
came down to earth when less than the 
planned number of twelve students 
signed up for the course. But eight 
s t u d e n t s f u l l y u n d e r s t o o d t h e 
greatness of my grand design, and we 
fearlessly moved forward, bouyed by 
the assurance of the Triple-A that gas 
was on the way. 
Our first stop was Asbury Theo-
logical Seminary. We were soon im-
mersed in Wesleyan sanctification, 
reading the writings of Wesley, and 
giving attention to contemporary in-
terpretations as developed by the 
Nazarene scholar, Purkiser. Dean 
Traina had done an excellent job of 
shaping our program. One of our 
teachers, Dr. Rose, gave us the benefit 
of many years of study and experience 
in Wesleyan Theology. He ably 
sketched the Wesleyan position, 
focusing in entire sanctification, in a 
manner that would have blessed the 
spirit of many in the Brethren in 
Christ Church. A younger man, Dr. 
Mercer incisively pointed out that 
Wesley was influenced by the early 
church fathers in his thoughts about 
sanctification. He further urged us not 
to stylize the holy life too rigidly. 
The informal contacts, the chapel 
services, the use of the library, the 
visiting of regular classes, the making 
of new friends, and the revival services 
at Asbury College all contributed to 
making the week at Asbury most 
significant. 
We headed north and soon were in 
the land of Menno, spending our 
second week at the Associated Men-
nonite Seminaries at Elkhart, Indiana. 
Stumbling over the varieties of Men-
nonites, we soon had our O.M. 's 
separated from the G.C.'s and they in 
turn from the M.B.'s. 
Acting Dean C. J. Dyck, drawing 
upon his knowledge of church history 
and biblical theology, understood us 
and our aims. Each morning Dr. 
G e r t r u d e Ro ten , the only lady 
theologain we encountered, led us in a 
study of I John. Using the inductive 
method, she opened the Epistle to 
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strong accents of light, fellowship, 
love, holiness, obedience, and separa-
tion from the world. The Mennonite 
scholar, J. C. Wenger, followed, 
delineating for us the place of the Holy 
Spirit in the Old Testament, the New 
Testament, and in the writings of 
Menno Simons. 
Several evenings were spent in in-
formal discussions led by men like 
John Zercher and Donald Dayton. 
Brother John related our study of the 
holy life to the Brethren in Christ 
p o s i t i o n , D a y t o n , of W e s l e y a n 
background and with strong apprecia-
tion for Anabapt ism, brought us 
abreast of the latest scholarship in 
interpreting the holiness movement of 
the 19th century. One evening the 
s ta te ly and br i l l iant M e n n o n i t e 
theologian, John Howard Yoder, with 
recently added goatee, took us back to 
the world of Sattler and Schleitheim 
as he penetratingly discussed the un-
derstanding of salvation among the 
ea r ly A n a b a p t i s t s . A n a b a p t i s m 
focused holiness in terms of dis-
cipleship (following Christ) and the 
holy brotherhood community. Our 
student from India wanted Dr. Yoder 
as his "guru." 
From Menno we went to Calvin. 
The last week was spent at West-
minster Theological Seminary, lo-
cated on the northern side of Phil-
adelphia. On Sunday we split up and 
went to different faculty homes for 
dinner. My host was the Old Testa-
ment prof . With our peas and 
casserole, we had a mini-course in 
conservative Old Testament theology. 
Monday we met our Westminster 
"guru," Dr. Davis, and it was ap-
parent he expected us to work and 
work — this was an unexpected form 
of holiness. After reading Calvin on 
the holy life, we moved through 
several Calvinistic confessions. From 
the confessions we went to Calvinistic 
writers on the holy life covering the 
last two centuries. 
Our class periods were lively, for 
our Arminian views and New Testa-
ment hermeneutics did not exactly fit 
the Calvinist theology with its Old 
to page thirteen 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION A N D THE SMALL CHURCH 
from page five 
Two clues have emerged in my experience — efforts 
toward leadership development and support must be 
oriented to concepts, first of all, and later to techniques. 
Leaders in small congregations need to be reminded of 
what Christ ian education is really about, of the role of the 
Holy Spirit , of the fact that it is primarily relationships 
and not " teaching skills" or curriculum materials that 
most effectively facilitate the communicat ion of the 
gospel. 
Second, efforts toward leadership development and 
support have to be primarily person-to-person transac-
tions. Somehow denominat ional Christian education staffs 
must come up with a way to provide " w a r m bodies" to 
work at the task. Maybe the leadership of small con-
gregations should show up at the denominat ional or 
district office with a list of demands. 
For those of you who have been waiting for "success 
s tor ies ," things that have worked elsewhere and might be 
tried in your situation, consider these " p r o g r a m s . " 
In a small church in west Kentucky, the junior Sunday 
school class was made up of one teacher and one pupil. 
Both had a perfect a t tendance record for three years. 
A Missouri congregation has two Sunday school classes, 
one for young people and adults, one for preschool and 
elementary children. Interestingly, the children's class had 
interest / learning centers and a teaching team before they 
were the " i n " thing. But what is really impressive is an 
apparent absence of the "generat ion g a p " and the presence 
of good communica t ion in the youth-adult class. 
A 28-member middle Tennessee congregation changed 
f rom an ingrown, ineffective group, intimidated by the 
"b igness" all about it, into a community-oriented task 
force. It started innocently enough when the teacher of 
youth and adults asked, in a session on Luke 4:16-30, 
" W h a t would we do if we took this passage seriously?" 
In a tiny west Tennessee congregation, related to a 
denominat ion with mission work among Indians in 
O k l a h o m a , the people discovered a small colony of 
Indians nearby. Ra ther than rushing out to "help the poor 
Indians ," the congregation undertook, in study settings, to 
begin equipping itself for authentic ministries to and with 
its neighbors nearby. 
Perhaps it borders on naivete, but I am optimistic about 
the small church and have long since ceased rationalizing 
its existence. It saddens me that a distorted value system 
has blinded so many church people to the potential of the 
small congregation and so often robbed it of enthusiastic, 
imaginative, commit ted pastoral leadership. 
Not long ago I had occasion to raise with myself the 
questions, " W h e r e did I get my value system?" and " W h y 
am I church-type, with at least a modicum of commitment 
to Jesus the Lord?" Family had most to do with it, of 
course, and schooling, but in my mind I recreated the 
picture of a one-room, f rame church building; homemade 
pews and potbellied stove; four Sunday school classes, one 
in each corner. There was a teacher, in particular, but also 
other people I knew well, and they knew me, because there 
were so few of us. It is of considerable significance, I think, 
that I can recreate that picture in such detail. 
Sentimental? Perhaps so. But that little church, building 
and all, is still there, alive and in fairly good health, thank 
you. An anachronism? Perhaps so. But I can name some 
useful citizens of that area who "ma t r i cu la t ed" at the 
place known simply as " t he church house at Judd 
Graveyard ." 




Ways to Help Them Learn and Ways to Plan and Organize 
Your Sunday School. Gospel Light Publications, Glendale, 
Calif. $2.25 each. Set of 8, $14.95. 
The International Center for Learning of Gospel Light 
Publications has developed some excellent resources for 
Leadership training. Two series (8 books) are available. The 
two series are Ways to Help Them Learn and Ways to Plan 
and Organize Your Sunday School. Each series has a book 
for each of the following age groups: Early Childhood, 
Children, Youth and Adult. 
The series Ways to Help Them Learn is written for the 
teacher. Each book has a section about the age 
characteristics, needs and abilities for the age group which 
the book is written about. Each book also has a section on 
learning and methods that are appropriate for this age 
group. These books help the teacher understand his or her 
students better and give practical suggestions for teacher 
improvement. 
The series Ways to Plan and Organize Your Sunday 
School is for Superintendents and those who plan and 
organize for the Sunday school. These four books deal with 
such subjects as objectives, grouping, environment, 
curriculum, and planning. 
The total set of eight books would be an excellent 
addition to any church library. 
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BANGLADESH 
from page six 
students have turned to political agitation, a time-honored 
pattern with the holy force of the example of the country's 
present prime minister and leading liberator, Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman, who got his start in politics as a campus 
activist in Calcutta before Pakistan was carved out of 
India in 1947. But agitational politics no longer serves the 
needs of a country that needs a social revolution more than 
another political insurrection. 
When it comes to revolution, many people in 
Bangladesh are fascinated by the Chinese example. In 
recent years, China forcefully sent its young people into 
the fields to work with the peasants. Bangladesh hopes that 
it can move its students to work voluntarily on the land 
until they and their parents discover that unless they 
themselves work sacrificially, the country will always be 
poor, and become even poorer. 
The students in Bogra started with no money at all. To 
get their operating capital, they turned a discarded sword 
into a plowshare. For it was on the campus of Azizul Huq 
College that the Pakistan army had built a bunker, as it 
did at so many places throughout the country in 1971. The 
students demolished the mini-fortress and sold the 
salvaged bricks. Thus, they could buy tools and seeds. 
They plowed a field and planted rice. They dug a pond and 
filled it with fish. They built looms and learned to weave 
cloth, a commodity exceedingly scarce and expensive since 
trading relationships with Pakistan have been broken and 
are yet to be restored. 
Sheikh Mujib rewarded the students with a prize of 
$1,000, hoping to encourage more students to follow the 
Bogra example. Bangladesh can have a brighter future 
with everyone working at the village level to move the 
country forward. 
Unless this happens, the country faces total ruination, 
Armageddon, pulling the rest of the world into the pit. 
Food supply is running 30 percent behind need. That 
means buying food in foreign markets with money that 
should be spent to build factories, schools, and hospitals — 
all agencies that could do something about bankruptcy, 
ignorance and sickness. Just to break even in the race to 
keep the country's rice bowls filled, Bangladesh must 
increase its food production by 50 percent and then begin 
to double all that, if it is going to also feed the people soon 
to be born. 
This can be done, and the Mennonite Central Com-
mittee is one agency that is working to make the land 
produce more and support more people. 
In Noakhali district, MCC works with a wide variety of 
farmers to find alternative crops to rice, which grows well 
during the rainy summer season but can't make it in the 
dry season without irrigation. Fields that could grow three 
crops a year often produce only one, or, at most, two crops 
for want of seed wheat or knowledge of other crops that 
could grow with the moisture available in the soil. 
Thousands of people are taking part in tests and 
demonstrations with seeds planted in their own fields and 
gardens. As farmers find the varieties of grain, potatoes, 
corn, and vegetables that will thrive in their fields, they will 
be off and doing it on their own without further encourage-
ment. 
These people at work are a glimmer of hope. But 
Bangladesh will continue to be for a long time a land 
desperately poor in an age when even rich countries find it 
hard to cope. Looking only at the patch-work of problems, 
we can only despair. But when we work with the people, we 
can hope — hope for a miracle, even a tough one. I have 
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hope because I have seen almost a thousand so far, for as 
each day dawns, I know that it is a miracle that this 
poverty-stricken, disaster-prone nation had endured 
another twenty-four hours. And as the people of 
Bangladesh make their way through the miseries of 
liberation with our encouragement, we can even hope for 
happiness. 
THREE SEMINARIES 
from page eleven 
Testament flavoring. What is the foundation of the holy 
life — the Ten Commandments or the Sermon on the 
Mount? What parts do grace and will play in the realiza-
tion of the holy life? What is the work of the Holy Spirit? 
What happens to the "old man" in sanctification? We 
discussed and learned in a firsthand manner the Reformed 
posture. In class and chapel we appreciated the accent on 
the greatness of grace. Our souls were lifted as we realized 
anew that we were saved and sanctified because of the 
great love of God. None of us embraced — or should I say, 
were embraced by — predestination. Yet we saw a piety 
rooted in the nature of God and were impressed by the 
commitment to biblical authority. 
Frankly, I was concerned that the experience might 
issue in some mental or spiritual confusion. Our college 
students were just beginning their theological education. 
The teachers were very gifted and deeply committed. It 
was with a sense of relief and joy that I read the students' 
evaluations of the experience. They were not confused, but 
rather sympathetically, and yet critically, they separated 
the wheat from the chaff. And, I should add, we got along 
well with one another through the three weeks. Is not that 
the test of studying the holy life? 
This kind of project should be done again. Maybe it 
would be well the next time around to take a group of 
Brethren in Christ ministers. Understanding theology and 
seasoned with experience, such pastors would find great 
profit in studying the nature of the holy life. 
N 
General Conference Information 
The opening business session of General Conference will 
be at 4:00 p.m. on Saturday, June 29. The suggested 
registration time is from 2:00 to 4:00. The Conference will 
conclude at noon on Thursday, July 4. 
The bottom line of the poster is: "General Conference 
— a great family experience." It is the hope of all planning 
this first biennial conference that the whole brotherhood 
will continue to come as families. Good things are 
scheduled for children, youth, and adults. 
All persons attending Conference should send in a 
Lodging Form by May 15. Those requesting lodging 
should indicate a F I R S T and S E C O N D choice. To avoid 
possible disappointment, send in your request well ahead 
of May 15. The forms were in the Jan. 25 issue of EV. You 




Church News Pequea Lays 
Cornerstone 
The Pequea congregation laid 
the cornerstone of their new 
church at the close of the morning 
worship service, Sunday, January 
20. A copper box was placed be-
hind the stone containing a Bible, 
a copy of Hymns for Worship, a list of church officials since its founding, plans of the new 
facilities, a 1973 church directory, a newspaper article on the groundbreaking ceremony, a 
brochure of the "Big Step Forward," a 1973 penny, and the latest edition of the Visitor. 
Although all the planned facilities are not completed, services were held in the new 
sanctuary for the first time February 10 with dedication scheduled for Sunday, June 2. 
Rev. George E. Bundy is pastor. 
Participating in the cornerstone laying were (left to right) Glenn Nauman, chairman of 
the Building Committee; J. Milton Byers, representative of the contractor, Jacob 
Habecker; Robert Mylin, secretary of the Building Committee; Lloyd Herr, chairman of 
the Board of Trustees; George Bundy, pastor; and Laban Byers, deacon and chairman of 
"Big Step Forward" stewardship effort. 
MISSIONS 
Arriving home on furlough on March 10 
are Martha Lady ( nu r se at M a c h a 
H o s p i t a l , Z a m b i a ) and Doris Stern 
(Financial Secretary, Zambia). 
MESSIAH COLLEGE 
Campus Lecturer Scheduled 
The Staley lecturer this year, March 25 
to 29, will be Dr. Donald R. Jacobs, 
missionary and anthropologist. 
Dr. Jacobs received his M.A. at the 
University of Maryland and holds a Ph.D. 
f rom New York University. His ex-
perience includes lectureships, writing, and 
teaching positions on the secondary and 
college level in the United States and in 
East Africa. 
He will speak in chapel services on 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday on "My 
Spiritual Pilgrimage in Afr ica ," "The 
Vitality of Churches in the Third World," 
and " A Challenge to Service." He will also 
address various classes and conduct some 
devotional studies in the dormitories. 
CONFERENCES 
Allegheny 
The Pioneer Girls' Club of the Fairview 
Avenue congregation (Waynesboro), were 
recognized on Sunday evening, March 3. 
The girls were in charge of the service at 
which time they received awards and 
badges earned over the past six months. 
Their pastor and wife, Rev. and Mrs. 
Virgil N. Books, recently returned from a 
trip to the Holy Land which was made 
possible by the congregation. 
Have you ever wondered how you could 
improve the quality of life for urban young 
people? Here is your opportunity! 
A two-week camp on the Grantham 
campus this summer will be sponsored by 
Messiah College, in co-operation with the 
People's Community Developers' Cor-
poration, an inner-city organization with 
the Reverend Jerome Cooper, pastor of 
Berean Presbyterian Church, adjacent to 
the Messiah College Philadelphia Campus, 
as president. 
Under the direction of Messiah College 
personnel, the program will attempt to 
meet e d u c a t i o n a l , r e c r ea t i ona l , and 
spiritual needs. 
The young people of the Mechanicsburg 
congregation presented the entire Sunday 
morning services on Feb. 3, Youth Day. 
Bishop Henry Ginder spoke on "The 
Growing Church" on Sunday morning, 
Feb. 10. The pastor at Mechanicsburg is 
Rev. Ralph Palmer. 
The "New Freedom Singers" from the 
Ph i lade lph ia Col lege of the Bible, 
presented a program of music to the New 
Guilford congregation on Sunday evening, 
Feb. 17. Rev. Marlin Ressler is the pastor. 
The youth of the South Mt. Chapel 
congregat ion v i s i ted t h e M e s s i a h 
Children's Home on Sunday afternoon, 
Feb. 10, as a part of Youth Day activities. 
They presented a brief program for the 
children. The pastor is Rev. Hubert L. 
Stern. 
Atlantic 
T h e Conoy , El izabethtown, and 
Maytown congregations will be holding a 
five-week series on Brethren in Christ 
heritage, beginning on Sunday, March 10. 
Dr. Martin Schrag will present the series 
each Sunday evening. The pastors are: 
C o n o y — Rev . Al lon B. D o u r t e ; 
The total cost per young person will be 
$50 per week ($100 for the two-week 
period). You are invited to help by con-
tributing to the Philadelphia Campus 
Scholarship Fund. A gift of $25 for one 
week ($50 for two weeks) will reduce the 
fees of each camper to an equal amount. 
The success of the camp will depend on the 
amount contributed. Here is an opportuni-
ty for individuals, Sunday School Classes, 
Youth Groups, Men's Fellowship, VBS's, 
and families. 
Checks should be made out to Messiah 
College, Grantham, Pennsylvania 17027, 
designated for this fund. 
Elizabethtown — Rev. B. E. Thuma; and 
Maytown — Rev. Earl E. Herr. 
The Skyline View congregation reports 
that 16 persons were recently added to 
their church membership. Rev. LeRoy B. 
Walters is the pastor. 
The Pioneer Girls of the Souderton 
congregation presented the Sunday evening 
service on Feb. 17. The pastor is Rev. John 
A. Byers. 
Canadian 
The Houghton Community congregation 
began to hold Junior Church during the 
morning worship service on Sunday, Feb. 
10 with 38 in at tendance. This new 
ministry will be under the leadership of 
Eldon Byer. Rev. John R. Sider is the 
pastor. 
The Wainfleet congregation held 
"Parent Sundays" in Primary Sunday 
School and Church during the month of 
February. Each Sunday two groups of 
parents received special invitations to visit 
the department. The pastor is Rev. Ronald 
Lofthouse. 
Leonard and Muriel Sider, with their 
three children have recently answered the 
call to go to Zambia. They are helping in 
the building program where Leonard is 
supervising the building of a large school in 
Choma. Twenty-five houses are to be built 
near the school also. Muriel is working 
two-three hours a day in the hospital office. 
Muriel is the daughter of Rev. Romie and 
Jean Sider from the Wainfleet congrega-
tion. Leonard is from Stevensville, a son of 
Alvin and Ethel Sider. Prior to going to 
Africa, the Siders worshipped with the 
Niagara Falls congregation. 
Central 
The youth of the Amherst congregation 
enjoyed a progressive supper on Sunday, 
Feb. 3. After the supper the film, "Without 
Onion," was shown for the entire church. 
Rev. Atlee Hershberger is the pastor. 
A Summer Investment 
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The Ashland congregation recently 
welcomed home two of their members who 
are serving as missionaries in Rhodesia. Jo 
Anne Brubaker spent six weeks at home 
over Chris tmas and Barb Stansfield has 
just returned home. The pastor is Rev. 
Kenneth O. Hoke. 
The Pomeroy Chapel congregation 
reports 83 persons had perfect attendance 
during the month of January. Special 
guests on Tuesday, Feb. 5, were mis-
sionaries, Velma Brillinger, Zambia; and 
Eva M a e Melhorn, Rhodesia. Rev. David 
P. Buckwalter is the pastor. 
Midwest 
The Dallas Center congregation was 
recently presented with a new public ad-
dress system by one of their members, Lois 
Lilly. Bishop Don Shafer presented the 
morning message in the Feb. 17 service. 
Rev. Millard Haldeman is the pastor. 
The Marlin Zook family visited the 
Mountain View congregation on Sunday, 
Jan. 27. Marlin and Ruth are missionaries 
to J a p a n and presented the morning 
message. A fellowship meal was served 
following the service. The pastor is Rev. 
Samuel Hollingsworth. 
The Palm Valley congregation expresses 
thanks for the cooperation and help they 
have received in starting a new church in 
Pharr , Texas. On Wednesday, Jan. 30 
through Sunday, Feb. 3, a Witness Cam-
paign was held, with door to door 
witnessing; advertising through paper, 
radio, and posters; and evening services. 
Leroy Eberly has recently accepted the call 
to teach the Spanish Class on a regular 
basis. The pastor is Rev. Henry F. Landis. 
Pacific 
The efforts of the Upland Brethren in 
Christ Friendship Circle are felt around the 
world. This active women's organization 
— eighteen strong, under the leadership of 
their President Minnie Winger, raised over 
$11,000 during 1973. 
The major fund raising effort has been a 
sale which is sponsored by the ladies and is 
looked forward to by the community. This 
year the sale was under the direction of 
Elizabeth Eckman. 
During the seven years of these spon-
sored sales over $6,000 has been raised for 
projects near and far. Included in the 
recipients of these funds are local needs, 
Labish Youth Work (Oregon), Navajo 
Mission (new Mexico), and African and 
Indian missions and missionaries. 
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Births 
Eshelman: Belinda Lee, born Jan. 31 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Byron Eshelman, Hollowell 
congregation, Pa. 
Flowers: Ronald, Jr . , born Feb. 11 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Flowers, Cross 
Roads congregation, Pa. 
Fry: Ryan Kirk, born Feb. 9 to Mr. and 
Mrs. Robert Fry, Mechanicsburg con-
gregation, Pa. 
Helmuth: Christopher Frederick, born 
Feb. 6 to Mr. and Mrs. Fred Helmuth, 
Carlisle congregation, Pa. 
Hess: Kelly Faith, born Jan. 19 to Mr. 
and Mrs. Richard Hess, Pequea congrega-
tion, Pa. 
McGallicher: Jonas Lamar, born Feb. 
14 to Mr. and Mrs. Dale McGallicher, 
Mastersonville congregation, Pa. 
Piper: Debra Renee, born Feb. 9 to Mr. 
and Mrs. Willis Piper, New Guilford 
congregation, Pa. 
Poe: Brian Eugene, born Jan. 30 to Mr. 
and Mrs. Irvin Poe, Waynesboro con-
gregation, Pa. 
Saltzman: Andrew Clifford, born Oct. 
27 to Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Saltzman, 
Hollowell congregation, Pa. 
Stinson: Twin sons, born Jan. 26 to Mr. 
and Mrs. James Stinson. The Stinsons are 
members of Hollowell congregation, Pa. 
Witmer: R. Todd Aden, born Jan. 3 to 
Mr. and Mrs. John Witmer, Hollowell 
congregation, Pa. 
Weddings 
Burnheimer-Butterfus: Rita Ann, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Roy E. Butter-
fus, Fayetteville, Pa., and Raymond 
Lewis, son of Mr. and Mrs. John Watson, 
Chambersburg, Pa., Dec. 28 in the New 
Guilford Church with Rev. Allen Keith 
and Rev. Marlin Resser officiating. 
Poe-Schmittel: Mary Ann, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. T. D. Schmittel, Winfield, 
Pa., and R. Nelson, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert M. Poe, Chambersburg, Pa., in the 
Winfield Trinity United Methodist Church 
with Rev. Paul Wolgemuth officiating. 
Raser-Sollenberger: Joyce, daughter of 
Mr . and Mrs . N o r m a n Sollenberger , 
Fayetteville, Pa., and Glen, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Jacob Raser, Waukena, Iowa, Dec. 
27 in the Waynesboro Church with brother 
of the bride, Rev. Allen Sollenberger, 
officiating. 
Simmons-Book: Priscilla, daughter of 
Rev. and Mrs. Alvin J. Book, Bronx, N. 
Y., and Mark , son of Mr. and Mrs. Paul 
Simmons, Mechanicsburg, Pa., Dec. 22 in 
the Messiah College Chapel with the 
father of the bride and Bishop David 
Climenhaga officiating. 
S n o d d e r l y - M a r t i n : L o i s M a r i e , 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ezra Martin, 
and Kenneth W. Snodder ly , both of 
Hagerstown, Md., Feb. 7 in the Hollowell 
Church with Rev. Kenneth L. Engle 
officiating. 
Wysong-Huffman: Phyllis, daughter of 
Mrs. Nell Kmiec, Nappanee, Ind., and 
Max Huffman, Huston, Miss., and David, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Richard Wysong, R. 
D., New Paris, Ind., Jan. 17 in Huston, 
Miss, with Rev. Scott Woffard officiating. 
Obituaries 
Byers: Mrs. Martha A. Hess Byers, 
born March 30, 1893, died Jan. 31, 1974, 
in Millersville, Pa. She was married to D. 
Ezra Byers who preceded her in death on 
Sept. 10, 1959. She is survived by two sons: 
J. Milton and Laban; one daughter, Eva 
Marie; two grandchildren; and one great-
grandchild. She is also survived by two 
brothers and six sisters. She was a member 
of the Pequea Brethren in Christ Church. 
The funeral service was held in the Pequea 
Church with Rev. George E. Bundy and 
Rev. Glenn Frey officiating. Interment was 
in the adjoining cemetery. 
Noel: Phoebe Noel, California, born in 
Dickinson County, Kansas, on Nov. 25, 
1891, died Feb. 6, 1974. She is survived by 
one son, Orville and two grandchildren. 
She was a member of the Upland Brethren 
in Christ Church. She assisted in the Los 
Olivos Sunday School for many years. The 
funeral service was held in the Stone 
Funeral Home with Rev. Elbert N. Smith 
officiating. Burial was in the Ontario 
Bellevue Mausoleum. 
Nye: Harold E„ born June 13, 1928 in 
Stoufferstown, Pa., died Feb. 7, 1974 in the 
Chambersburg Hospital. He was the son 
of Russell O. and Ruth Carbaugh Nye. He 
was married to Helena Wingert who sur-
vives. Also surviving are his father; one 
son, Ralph E.; three daughters: Brenda E., 
Cheryl E., and Rosalie E.; four sisters; and 
two brothers. The funeral service was held 
in the John O. Park Funeral Home with 
Rev. Stanton Williams and Rev. Charles 
W. Rife officiating. Interment was in the 
Air Hill Cemetery. 
Shanefelter: A. Ruth Shanefelter, born 
Feb. 22, 1912, in Broad Top City, Pa., died 
Feb. 13, 1974, in the Conemaugh Valley 
Memorial Hospital, Johnstown, Pa. She 
was the daughter of Dessler and Hamey 
Whitney Fleck. On April 23, 1939, she was 
married to George D. Shanefelter who 
survives. She is also survived by a 
daughter, Mrs. Rose Marie Ruby; two 
grandchildren; and one sister. The funeral 
service was held in the Masood Funeral 
Chapel with Rev. John Seippel and Rev. 
Bedsaul Agee officiating. Interment was in 
the Broad Top City I O O F Cemetery. 
Shanholtz: Oscar L. Shanholtz, died 
Feb. 21, 1974. He was married to Helen 
Yingling who survives. Also surviving are 
one son, Kent N.; two daughters: Betty E. 
Lark and Nancy E. LaRue; two brothers; 
three sisters; 12 grandchildren; and nine 
great-grandchildren. The funeral service 
was held in the John J. Duda Funeral 
Home, Dundalk, Md. Interment was in the 
Memorial Park Cemetery. 
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" D E C E N T L Y , while looking through the January issue 
of the "Bookstore Journal ," my attention and interest 
were greatly intensified when I came to the article, "A 
Chain of Light." This article, written by Kathlyn Mattson, 
features the chain of eight Christian Light Bookstores, 
with Clair Hoffman as General Manager. 
I consider it a real honor that our own chain of 
bookstores should be featured in the "Bookstore Journal" 
which is the official publication of the Chris t ian 
Booksellers Association, and a significant recognition of 
the important role these stores are performing in the 
distribution of Christian materials. 
In the reporter's interview, Mr. Hoffman makes the 
statement, "You don't know what your testimony will do 
. . . A store needs employees with a sense of mission and a 
desire for service." In her visit to the Elizabethtown store, 
Miss Mattson comments that, "The store's great variety 
of merchandise . . . and its friendly clerks had drawn many 
people into the store the day this reporter visited it." The 
scope of service rendered by the Elizabethtown store is 
indicated by the fact that when Vacation Bible School 
workshops a re held, " t eache r s come f rom many 
denominations." (This would no doubt be true of the other 
stores as well.) 
In the article Miss Mattson makes the significant 
statement that, "The chain is a branch of the Brethren in 
Christ church ministry"; and her concluding sentence is: 
"The chain of stores now provides substantial financial 
support to the fellowship and is an important arm in its 
aim to share the gospel." This last statement expresses 
well the two-fold purpose of this " important a r m " of the 
church's ministry: to provide "financial support to the 
fellowship," and to be an active agency of the church in its 
efforts to "share the gospel." 
After reading this interesting and informative article, I 
wrote a letter of appreciation to Mr. Hoffman. His warm 
reply, among other things, contained this revealing state-
ment, which reflects his own dedication and sense of 
responsibility: "Long ago I came to the conclusion that 
this is a full time church program, and in order to make a 
success of it, one must stay with it day by day"; and he also 
added: " I t is not only my help in this program (which is 
responsible for its success), but each manager of the 
various stores shares the responsibility involved." 
Some of us can remember the days when the financial 
condition of the church's publishing effort was very 
precarious indeed. By contrast, the Publication Board's 
report to the 1972 General Conference showed a substan-
tial net profit for the year reported and a net worth in 
excess of $750,000 (page 126, 1972 General Conference 
Minutes). As a part of this favorable picture, the successful 
operation of Evangel Press itself would also be included; 
but there is no doubt that the profitable operation of this 
"Chain of Light" — the Christian Light Bookstores — has 
contributed very substantially to the present encouraging 
picture. In fact it may not be an overstatement to say that 
the added financial support provided by the bookstore 
" a r m " has been sufficient to tip the scales from failure to 
success in our publishing effort. 
Yes, here is a "branch" an " a r m " of the church's 
ministry for which we can be justly grateful and proud; and 
certainly our sense of appreciation and loyalty should also 
be expressed in a tangible way by giving these stores, 
which, with their capable managers and dedicated staffs, 
are eager to serve us — whether Sunday Schools, 
churches, or individuals — the opportunity whenever 
possible to supply our own needs of "Christian Light" 
materials. 
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